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The Honorable Della Au Belatti, Chair
and Members of the House Committee on Health

The Honorable Clift Tsuji, Chair
and Members of the House Committee on Economic Development and Business

Wednesday, March 20, 2013
8:45 a.m.
Conference Room 329, State Capitol

Frederick D. Pablo, Director
Department of Taxation

Re: S.B. No. 188 S.D.2 Relating to Taxation

The Department of Taxation (Department) appreciates the intent of S.B. 188 S.D.2, and
provides the following information and comments for your consideration. The Department defers to the
Department of Health on the merits of this bill‘s effect on health, and to the Department of the Attorney
General on this bill‘s effect on tobacco tax enforcement.

S.B. 188 S.D.l amends the tobacco tax by replacing the temi "large cigars" with the term
“premium cigars" and giving that term a definition requiring that, in addition to the weight currently
required under the definition of "large cigar," the cigar be constructed entirely of tobacco and that its
wholesale price be greater than two dollars. Under this measure, premium cigars would be taxed at a rate
of 50 cents per premium cigar. Items formerly designated as "large cigars“ which do not meet the new
definition of "premium cigars" would be taxed as tobacco products at a rate of 70% of the wholesale price
of each item.

The Department has serious concems about the $2 wholesale price requirement in the definition
of "premium cigars" because the wholesale price of an otherwise qualified "premium cigar" could be
raised in order to lower the tax owed. For example, if the Wholesale price of a cigar was $1.50, the tax
owed at a rate of 70% would be $1.05; thus, the total price ofthe cigar would be $2.55. Ifthe same
cigar‘s price was raised to $2 qualifying it as a "premium cigar", the flat tax rate of $0.50 per cigar would
apply and make the total price $2.50.

This example shows that having two different tax rates, based on the wholesale price, could
create an incentive to adjust the Wholesale price to increase the profit and reduce taxes owed, and
simultaneously create a price reduction for the purchaser. To alleviate this situation, the Department
sugggests assessing the same percentage rate of tax against all cigars.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
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SUBJECT: TOBACCO, Amend definition of cigars; increase rate

BILL NUMBER: SB 188, SD-2

INTRODUCED BY: Senate Committee on Ways and Means

BRIEF SUMMARY: Amends HRS section 245-1 by replacing the definition of “large cigar” with a
definition of “premium cigar” to mean any cigar that is made entirely by hand of all natural tobacco leaf,
hand-constructed and hand-wrapped, with no filter or artificial flavors, wholesaling for $2 or more, and
weighing more than four pounds per one thousand cigars.

Amends HRS 245-3 to provide that premium cigars shall be taxed at the rate of 50 cents per cigar on and
after January I, 2014.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2050

STAFF COMMENTS: While cigars are currently subject to an excise tax of 50% of their wholesale price,
this measure would provide that cigars shall be taxed at the rate of 50 cents per cigar, regardless of
length.

The purpose clause of the measure states that the ad valorem approach to taxing cigars puts Hawaii-
grown tobacco at a competitive disadvantage resulting in less tax revenue due to reduced local sales and
unpaid usage taxes from mail order sales. The flat rate tax proposed by this measure would all more in-
state cigar sales and result in increased tax revenue.

This is an interesting observation and though the legislation does not mention Hawaii grown and rolled
product, the purpose seems to imply that the percentage of value discriminates again Hawaii product.
This is just the opposite of the argument made about the ad valorem liquor tax citing the fact that
imported product incurred costs not associated with local product, more specifically transportation costs
and custom duties which is implicit in the wholesale base against which a percentage or an ad valorem
tax was applied. As a result of this argument and resulting litigation, Hawaii lawmakers changed the
approach to the taxation of alcoholic products from an ad valorem basis to a per unit basis.

Ifthe impetus ofthis proposal is to “level the playing field,” then the switch to a tax per unit should be
applied to all other tobacco products. This was the very reason the state made the switch to taxing
cigarettes on a per cigarette basis. This is the problem with the ad valorem approach to taxing other
tobacco products. Lawmakers should consider restructuring the way other tobacco products are taxed to
insure stability in the collection from the sales of these products. Instead of continuing to set the tax as a
percent of the wholesale value, consideration should be given to moving to a per unit approach like the
taxing of cigarettes. A review of what other states impose indicates that while some products, such as
cigars, continue to be taxed on an ad-valorem basis, smokeless tobacco products are taxed on the basis
of weight. This would insure that all such tobacco products are taxed in the same manner regardless of
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SB 188, SD-2 - Continued

their wholesale price. Such is the case with the cigarette tax that is levied on a per unit basis. There are
some 14 states that already employ the weight approach for smokeless tobacco. In the most recent
conversion to weight-based taxes on smokeless tobacco products, New Jersey experienced a 19%
increase in revenues from this product.

In making the conversion to so many cents per ounce, lawmakers may want to utilize the current tax
collected on the most expensive product and divide that amount by the number of ounces. While this
will result in an initial bump in collections as the tax on less costly product will see an increase, it will
bring parity to these types of products and stabilize collections as users migrate to less costly brands or
products as the cost rises.

Digested 3/15/13
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March 16, 2013

Dear Representative Belatti, Representative Tsuji, and Members of the House Committees on
Health, and Economic Development & Business,

The Hawaii Cigar Association (HCA) supports the findings of the Legislature, and we strong-
ly support SB188. Under this proposed law, premium cigars, including some that are made
with Hawaii-grown tobacco, would finally be treated fairly under the State tobacco tax code.

For years, Hawaii business and State tax revenue have been negatively impacted by the loss
of sales as a result of many Hawaii consumers purchasing lower priced mail order premium
cigars from outside of Hawaii. We strongly believe that few, if any, of these consumers file
usage tax returns on their out of State purchases. Under this scenario, our State loses on all
fronts.

Perhaps the most important aspect of SB 188 though, is the definition of a “Premium Cigar”
which excludes inexpensive, undersized, machine made, flavored cigars that are deemed to
be attractive to youth consumers. As the Coalition For A Tobacco-Free Hawaii states in its
March 13, 2013 report, “these are not your grandfather’s cigar.” For this reason the HCA
stands united with members of the Legislature and Tobacco Free to ensure that the children
of Hawaii remain apart from any influence that could encourage them to use tobacco of any
kind, including “premium cigars.” This new definition would remove all loop holes in the
current “large cigar” category, and create a much needed separation when addressing other is-
sues unrelated to the “premium cigar” market. The HCA also feels strongly that children are
in no way attracted to traditional, unflavored, “premium cigars” costing on average between
$5 and $30 apiece. The “premium cigar” clearly, and concisely defined in SB188 is your
grandfather’s cigar.

On behalf of all those in Hawaii who enjoy and support the premium cigar industry, we thank
you for your effort.

Sincerely,

éilr
Les Drent
for the Hawaii Cigar Association

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociati0n.0rg
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CAP THE CIGAR TAX!

Create Fairness and Equal Opportunity for Hawaii Businesses

50¢ Cigar Tax From Other US States:
Connecticut Iowa Oregon Rhode Island

Washington Michigan Wisconsin Vermont

US Government (40¢) New Hampshire (00.00 on premium cigars)

Current HAWAII LAW (50% of wholesale price)
§245-3 Taxes.
(13) An excise tax equal to fifty per cent of the wholesale price of each large cigar of any length, sold, used, or
possessed by a wholesaler or dealer on and after September 30, 2009, whether or not sold at wholesale, or if
not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the wholesaler or dealer.

EXAMPLE of OREGON CAP LAW- TOBACCO TAXES (CIGARS)
323.505
Tax imposed on distribution; rate. (1) A tax is hereby imposed upon the distribution of all tobacco products in
this state. The tax imposed by this section is intended to be a direct tax on the consumer, for which payment
upon distribution is required to achieve convenience and facility in the collection and administration of the tax.
The tax shall be imposed on a distributor at the time the distributor distributes tobacco products.
(2) The tax imposed under this section shall be imposed at the rate of:
(a) Sixty-five percent of the wholesale sales price of cigars, but not to exceed 50 cents per cigar;

EXAMPLE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE PREMIUM CIGAR DEFINTION

78:1 “Premium cigars” means cigars which are made entirely by hand of all natural tobacco leaf, hand
constructed and hand Wrapped, wholesaling for $2.00 or more, and weighing more than 3 pounds per
1,000 cigars. These cigars are required to be kept in a humidor.

For More Information on the Hawaii Cigar Association please visit

hawaiicigarassociation.0rg
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Dear Representative Belatti, Representative Tsuji, and Members of the House Committees on
Health, and Economic Development & Business

March 16, 2013

The Kauai Cigar Company supports the findings of the Legislature, and we strongly Support
SB188.

Under this proposed law our Hawaii grown premium cigars would finally be treated fairly under the
State tobacco tax code. For years, our company has been paying much more than its fair share of
taxes as a result of an extremely high cost of production here in the Islands. Because the tax rate is
percentage based, our competitors are selling the same size cigars, but are able to charge less tax as a
result of a much lower cost of goods. Furthermore, many of our competitors’ cigars are made en-
tirely by machine and sell at very low price points, thus driving the tax liability to a mere fraction of
what Kauai Cigar Company must pay every month on its M19 returns.

Also impacting our business negatively is the loss of sales as a result of many Hawaii consumers
purchasing lower priced mail order premium cigars from outside of Hawaii. We strongly believe
that few, if any, of these consumers file usage tax retums on their out of State purchases. We lose,
the Department of Revenue loses, and ultimately the people of Hawaii lose with the loss of tax col-
lection.

Perhaps the most imponant aspect of SBl88 is the definition of a “Premium Cigar” which excludes
inexpensive, undersized, machine made, flavored cigars that are deemed, by some, to be attractive to
youth consumers. The Kauai Cigar Company stands united with the Senate and House Committees
on Health to ensure that the children of Hawaii remain apart from any influence that could encourage
them to use tobacco of any kind, including premium cigars. This definition would create the much
needed separation when dealing with issues unrelated to the premium cigar market.

For all these reasons listed, all of us at Kauai Cigar Company applaud each, and every Hawaii Legis-
lator that recognizes our hard work, and our right to be treated fairly under Hawaii tax code. SBl88
represents the interest of everyone on both sides of the issue.

Sincerely,

é /17337 1 /
W %‘-"'""“—“'-~-..__\ '

$4»/I ,’
Les Drent Tai Erum / Jason Strand
President Operations Manager Farm Manager

T/Zamyfl WQA
Trevyn Pless For Company Representatives: Elaine Dalista.n, Lei Hiyashi,
Assistant Farm Manager Justin Viezbicke, Nancie Bean

Kauai Cigar Company ~ 6200B Kawaihau Road, Kapaa, HI 96746 USA
Phone: 808-822-4495 ~ Fax: 808-822-9731 ~ www.kauaicigar.com
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2013 9:43 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: b.leong@thehavanaclub.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/14/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Bernard Leong Havana Club, Honolulu Support No i

Comments: I have been a tobacconist who only retails premium cigars and cigar accessories for over
ten years now. I have seen taxes go up, and I have seen business driven away from the State of
Hawaii, due to the belief that raising the tax will stop cigar smoking. Th is is not true. All heavy taxation
does is drive business out of the state and hurt local business such as us. By lowering the tax to
$0.50 per cigar, the state will generate greater tax revenue because now the local clients will buy
from local tobacconists. The State of Hawaii is facing a troubling economic crisis where tobacconists
are being treated as second class citizens and drug dealers. Yet tobacconists are in the middle to
upper income brackets, who have disposable income to enjoy cigars. However, the State would like
to take that away our freedom to choose, as an adult, to enjoy a cigar or pipe (Pipe Tobacco), based
on overzealous individuals who believe of taking a freedom from another will make their life better.
The choice is simple. Keep raising the tax and loose revenue to out of state purchases or lower the
tax and keep the revenue in Hawaii. For Your Consideration.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 7:39 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: adamsjon37@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Jon Adams Mother's fine cigars Support No i

Comments: In support of small business this will bring us more in line with other states and the
internet. In addition it will support agriculture business in the state...

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@cagitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 12:13 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: info@swamwine.c0m
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Jill Shiroma SWAM Support Yes l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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To: Hawaii State Legislature

Re: S.B. No. 188 OPPOSE

Dear Senators

I am the President of Hawaiian Royal Trading Company, DBA Hula Girl Cigars, Volcano Cigars and the Maui
Cigar Company. We are the largest cigar dealer in the State of Hawaii. We grow tobacco in Kula, Maui;
and also import, distribute, wholesale, and retail cigars since 1997.

We manufacture all sizes, flavors and shapes of cigars; they retail from $2.00 to over $50.00. We make
over 20 different flavors including the world famous Hula Girl Kona Coffee Flavored cigar. Our Macadamia
nut flavored cigars are a popular visitor industry gift. We currently ship these cigars to all 50 states and
many foreign countries. We do not target the youth market with our Hawaiian Flavored cigars; our
customers are adult smokers who want a chance to enjoy a new and unusual taste, much the same as
flavored coffees.

Our customer include Duty Free International, ABC stores, Blind Vendors, Longs, Wal-Mart and hundreds
of small and large gift and tobacco shops throughout the Islands.

At our farm locations in Maui we grow tobacco that is, dried, aged and exported for use in cigars that are
hand rolled in the Philippines and shipped back to the US or direct to our foreign customers.

We offer assistance to any farmer who wants to grow tobacco. We have found great interest in Hawaiian
tobacco and this year are increasing by three times the number of seedlings. Last year there were 8 billion
cigars sold in the US.

I do not support the SB 188.This bill changes the definition of what a large cigar is, also our world
famous Kona Coffee Flavored Cigar and our other flavored cigars are exempted from any benefit this bill
might offer. It will just add confusion in the market place. There is no proper description for the Premium
cigar in the industry. Its can apply to both long filler and short filler and generally is used as a price point
or marketing tactic much the same as premium wine or coffee on a label might be used. You can see the
word premium cigar or premium tobacco on dollar cigars. Many cigars also use a “special sauce" to treat
their tobacco to mellow out the differences in leaves and offer a smoother and uniform smoke. This
proposed bill does not take this into consideration.

We have no problem with the current tax rate and find that demand for our locally grown tobacco exceeds
what we can produce. I am attending an international tobacco trade show and meeting with buyers from
many parts of the world to promote the flavor and uniqueness of Hawaiian Tobacco. I believe this crop can
be as lucrative to local farmers as coffee is and ask the legislature to encourage and promote this new
agriculture crop.

As to claims that premium cigars can be purchased cheaper on the internet and there is some avoidance
of taxes. This will occur no matter what our tax rate here is in Hawaii and the same situation applies to
consumers in all states who purchase mail order from another state or country. We will never be price
competitive with internet retailers from another country or state.



We are not at a competitive disadvantage in the cigar industry, we have Hawaiian land, water and Aloha
on our side; this can be evidenced by the tremendous success of a new local Kauai start-up. The Kauai
Tobacco Company was assisted by an $80,000 county grant, and as part of the presentation to receive
this grant was the estimated $40,000 in return the State would receive in tobacco taxes in the first year.
More grants of this type will help us to have another world class agriculture product. If this tax change is
passed, in the Kauai Cigar Company example the tax to the state would drop from $40,000 to $5,000.
Leaving little incentive for the state to fund more future tobacco farmers.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer testimony.

Fred Robinson
President
Hawaiian Royal Trading Company
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:24 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: del.bothof@volcanowinery.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Delwin Bothof Volcano Winery Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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To: The Honorable Della Au Belatti, Chair, Committee on Health
The Honorable Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair, Committee on Health

The Honorable Clift Tsuji, Chair, Committee on Economic Development & Business
The Honorable Gene Ward, Committee on Economic Development & Business

Members, House Committee on Health
Members, House Committee on Economic Development & Business

From: Jessica Yamauchi, Executive Director
Date: March 18, 2013
Hrg: House Committee on Health/House Committee on Economic Development & Business;

Wed., March 20, 2013 at 8:45 a.m. in Rm 329
Re: Strong Opposition to SB 188 SD 2, Relating to Taxation

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in strong opposition of SB 188 SD2 which
repeals the definition of large cigars, establishes a new definition of premium cigars, and sets a
tax rate of $.50 per premium cigar.

The Coalition for a Tobacco Free Hawaii (Coalition) is an independent organization in Hawaii
working to reduce tobacco use through education, policy and advocacy. Our organization is a
small nonprofit organization of over 100 member organizations and 2,000 advocates that works
to create a healthy Hawaii through comprehensive tobacco prevention and control efforts.

A tobacco product is still a tobacco product, weather it is organic or hand-constructed or made
for adult consumers. Cigar smoking is addictive and cigar smoke, similar to cigarette smoke,
contains toxic and cancer-causing chemicals that are harmful to both smokers and nonsmokers.
Cigar smoking causes oral cavity cancers (cancers of the lip, tongue, mouth and throat) and
cancers of the larynx, esophagus and lung. There is no safe tobacco product, and no safe level of
exposure to tobacco smoke.

Although cigarette smoking is declining across the nation, cigar smoking has been increasing.
Between 2006 and 2010, cigar use increased nationally by 123%. According to the Department
of Health, adult cigar use in Hawaii has increased from 3.2% in 2006 to 4.3% in 2010.

Currently cigars are under taxed and less restricted than cigarettes. The federal government and
almost all of the states across the country under-tax cigars compared to cigarettes. Campaign for
Tobacco-Free Kids recommends:

' State cigar tax (for both large and small cigars) match the cigarette tax rate
' Raise the cigar tax whenever any other tobacco product tax rates are increased
¢ Set cigar tax rates as a percentage of their wholesale price
' Eliminate any caps on cigar tax rates
' Make sure no cigarettes can qualify as “cigars” under state law

320 Ward Avenue, Ste. 212 ' Honolulu, HI 96814 ' (808) 591-6508 ' wwwiobaccofreehawaiiorg
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SB 1 88, SD2 would create a tax exemption for a luxury tobacco product and create a loophole for
cigars. The tobacco industry is notorious for taking advantage of loopholes. Specifically, the
Coalition is concerned that this bill would have the potential to create a loophole for little cigars
and cigarillos which more closely resemble cigarettes and are often flavored and more attractive
to youth.

For all the reasons stated above, the Coalition strongly opposes creating a definition for premium
cigars. We ask you to remain strong on tobacco control and urge you to hold this bill in
committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.

5/%?57”””“””'6
Jessica Yamauchi, M.A.
Executive Director

320 Ward Avenue, Ste. 212 ' Honolulu, HI 96814 ' (808) 591-6508 ' www.tobaccofreehawaii.org
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House Committee on Health
Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair
Representative Dee Morikawa, Vice Chair

House Committee on Economic Development and Business
Representative Cliff Tsuji, Chair
Representative Gene Ward, Vice Chair

Hearing: March 20, 2013; 8:45 a.m.

SB 188, SD2 - RELATING TO TAXATION
Cory Chun, Government Relations Director — Hawaii Pacific

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition of SB 188, SD2, which
repeals the definition of large cigars, establishes a new definition for premium cigars,
and sets a tax rate of $.50 per premium cigar.

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN), the advocacy affiliate
of the American Cancer Society, is the nation's leading cancer advocacy organization.
ACS CAN works with federal, state, and local government bodies to support evidence-
based policy and legislative solutions designed to eliminate cancer as a major health
problem.

A ciga r, like any other tobacco product, is proven hazardous to health
From previous testimony, one of the purposes of this measure is to distinguish one
tobacco product from another. While the legislature may find this a worthy distinction,
ACS CAN would like to remind the committees of the health consequences of cigars,
whether premium or not.

Our message is simple. Tobacco, is tobacco, is tobacco. Tobacco products can be
separated into many different categories, but regardless it is still remains a tobacco
product. Arguing who uses it, how frequently the product is used, or who the product is
marketed for doesn't matter — the long term and devastating health efiects oftobacco
use doesn't change. Individuals who smoke cigars significantly increase their chance of
developing cancer than a non-smoker. Making it easier and less expensive for people to
purchase and use a tobacco product does nothing to protect or promote health.



Cigars, regardless of how the tobacco is grown or processed, contain the same cancer-
causing substances as cigarettes and other tobacco products and contain more tobacco
due to its size. Because cigars contain more tobacco than cigarettes, and because they
often burn for much longer, they give off greater amounts of secondhand smoke. The
use of tobacco in any form may also induce nicotine dependence. And lowertaxes for
certain tobacco products make them easier to afford for young smokers.

We urge the committee to consider all of these issues and the message we send about
providing a tax break for a single tobacco product.

Thank you forthe opportunity to provide testimony on this issue.

2



March 19, 2013

TO: Chair Della Au Bellati and Members of the House Committee on Health
Chair Clift Tsuji and Members of the House Committee on Economic
Development and Business

FROM: Cigar Association of America, lnc.
(William Goo)

RE: SB 188 SD2 - Relating to Taxation
Hearing Date: March 20, 2013
Time: 8:45 am

My name is William Goo. l represent the Cigar Association of America, lnc. (CAA). CAA
opposes SB 188 SD2 as drafted.

The purpose of this bill is to help the State collect more tax revenue from the in-state sales
of cigars by replacing the ad valorem tax with a flat tax that will arguably help make the
local premium cigar industry more competitive. To accomplish this, the bill also proposes
to create a new category of “premium cigars".

It is unnecessary and unfair to create a separate category called “premium cigars”. Such
a distinction would result in large cigars including hand-rolled and flavored cigars which
would in every other state be deemed to be premium cigars, but in Hawaii would be taxed
at a higher rate. Also, under the language of SD2, the tax on all large cigars other than
premium cigars would be increased from 50% to 70% of the wholesale price of the product.
CAA is opposed to any increase in this tax rate. This legislation was proposed to create
a very specific and targeted tax break for one class of cigar that is both unfair and
inappropriate. The legislature should not intervene in the free market by granting a special
tax break for one type of cigar manufacturer while putting their competition at a competitive
disadvantage by raising their tax rate. The tax should apply equally to all large cigars.
This could be accomplished by keeping the current definition of a large cigar.

CAA is not opposed to the implementation of a tax cap which appears to be what this bill
is intended to do. ln states which have implemented a tax cap, the flat tax represents the
maximum tax on a large cigar. Under the tax cap concept, the ad valorem rate for large
cigars is charged up to the maximum flat tax. ln Hawaii, if a tax cap were used, the tax
would be the current ad valorem rate of 50% of the wholesale price of a cigar up to $.50
per cigar. A tax cap will help to encourage local sales in locally owned and operated retail
cigar shops. The cap will help make the price for all large cigars more competitive for
retailers and discourage consumers from purchasing them by other means.

To the extent that this bill was also meant to address the problem with roll-your-own
products, this issue has already been addressed at the federal level. To the extent that
there was concern about flavored cigars being an attraction to youths and young adults,
there has been no evidence of such activity.

A proposed HD1 encompassing the suggested amendments is attached.

Thank you for considering this testimony.
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THE SENATE 188
TWENTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE, 2013 |-|_D_ 1
STATE OF HAWAII S . B . N O - Proposed

A BILL FOR AN ACT
RELATING TO TAXATION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that local premium cigar sellers whose products

are made for adult consumers, including cigars produced with Hawaii-grown tobacco, are

put at a competitive disadvantage by imposition of a percentage tax. Lower priced cigars

can be purchased legally through mail order sales, but few, if any, consumers file usage

taxes for mail order cigars. As a result, the State loses tax revenues from reduced local

sales and unpaid usage taxes from mail order sales.

The purpose of this Act is to help the State of Hawaii collect more tax revenue from

in-state cigar sales by replacing the percentage tax with a flat tax that will help make the

local premium cigar industry competitive with mail order cigar businesses.

SECTION 2. Section 245-3, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by amending

subsection (a) to read as follows:

"(a) Every wholesaler or dealer, in addition to any other taxes provided by law,

shall pay for the privilege of conducting business and other activities in the State:

(1 ) An excise tax equal to 5.00 cents for each cigarette sold, used, or possessed

by a wholesaler or dealer after June 30, 1998, whether or not sold at
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wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the

wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 6.00 cents for each cigarette sold, used, or possessed

by a wholesaler or dealer after September 30, 2002, whether or not sold at

wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the

wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 6.50 cents for each cigarette sold, used, or possessed

by a wholesaler or dealer after June 30, 2003, whether or not sold at

wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the

wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 7.00 cents for each cigarette sold, used, or possessed

by a wholesaler or dealer after June 30, 2004, whether or not sold at

wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the

wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 8.00 cents for each cigarette sold, used, or possessed

by a wholesaler or dealer on and after September 30, 2006, whether or not

sold at wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the

wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 9.00 cents for each cigarette sold, used, or possessed

by a wholesaler or dealer on and after September 30, 2007, whether or not

sold at wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the

wholesaler or dealer;

Anexcise tax equal to 10.00 cents for each cigarette sold, used, or

possessed by a wholesaler or dealer on and after September 30, 2008,



(3)

(9)

(10)

(11)

2)
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whether or not sold at wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon
the use by the wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 13.00 cents for each cigarette sold, used, or

possessed by a wholesaler or dealer on and after July I, 2009, whether or

not sold at wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by
the wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 11.00 cents for each little cigar sold, used, or

possessed by a wholesaler or dealer on and after October I, 2009, whether

or not sold at wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by

the wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 15.00 cents for each cigarette or little cigar sold,

used, or possessed by a wholesaler or dealer on and after July 1, 2010,

whether or not sold at wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon

the use by the wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to 16.00 cents for each cigarette or little cigar sold,

used, or possessed by a wholesaler or dealer on and after July 1, 2011,

whether or not sold at wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon

the use by the wholesaler or dealer;

An excise tax equal to seventy per cent of the wholesale price of each article

or item of tobacco products, other than large cigars, sold by the wholesaler

or dealer on and after Januagg 1, 2014, whether or not sold at wholesale, or

if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the wholesaler or dealer;

and
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(13) An excise tax equal to fifty per cent of the wholesale price of not to exceed

§ for each large cigar of any length, and sold, used, or possessed

by a wholesaler or dealer on and after January 1 2014, whether or not sold

at wholesale, or if not sold then at the same rate upon the use by the

wholesaler or dealer.

Where the tax imposed has been paid on cigarettes, little cigars, or tobacco products that

thereafter become the subject of a casualty loss deduction allowable under chapter 235,

the tax paid shall be refunded or credited to the account of the wholesaler or dealer. The

tax shall be applied to cigarettes through the use of stamps."

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed and stricken. New

statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2050.

INTRODUCED BY:

Report Title:
Cigars; Tax

Description: _ _ _ _
Repeals the definition of large cigar and adds a new definition of premium cigar. Changes
the tax rate on sales of premium cigars. Effective 7/1/2050. (SD2)

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is not
legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 4:04 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: stayawayray@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Raymond C Grace Individual Comments Only No

Comments: Senators, I am descended from Hawaiian/Portuguese grandparents and my love of
Hawaii and its culture,products, and life is extensive. I purchase many products from coffee to sugar
directly from the Islands. Please rethink this tax on cigars as it is a burden we do not need. Thank
you...

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 6:05 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: DHCigarman@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dennis A. Huddy Individual Comments Only No

Comments: The current tax on premium cigars is unfair to retailers and consumers in the State.
Because of the high rate many consumers have been buying cigars on line. The typical box of cigars
come in 20 or 25 count boxes. The current tax system can add $50-$100 to the cost of a box of
cigars. The proposed tax rate would only add $10-$12.50 per box. Many consumers would prefer to
purchase locally, but will not pay the current prices with the additional cigar tax. By providing a tax
cap per cigar this will increase local sales and revenue to the State.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 1:15 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: wildtiger81@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Noelle Bothe Individual Comments Only No

Comments: I would like to comment that the cigars that I purchased on my last trip to Maui, made in
Kauai, were among the very best that my Dad has ever smoked. He felt that they were better than
Cuban cigars. Here is a fantastic product being produced in Hawaii, and must be protected. These
cigars are worth the premium price because they are so good! This is just one more terrfic product
that makes Hawaii so special, and all those wonderful things make me more determined than ever to
move there someday when I am able to retire. I love Hawaii! Mahalo.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:58 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: mpit4htc@gmai|.c0m
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Michael Patterson Individual Oppose No i

Comments: THIS IS SILLY AND ANTI-BUSINESS

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 4:27 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: soteric1952@yah0o.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Eric Malstrom Individual Oppose No i

Comments: This bill is not in the best interests of the tobacco farmers of Hawaii.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Bronson Kekupa‘a Silva

Committee on Health/Committee on Ecoriomir: Development
81, Business
Wednesday, March 20, 2013
8:45 AM, Conference Room 329, State Capitol

Aloha Committee on Health/Committee on Economic Development & Business:

My name is Bronson KekUpa‘a Silva. I am a voter and resident of Hawai‘i. I truly appreciate the opportunity to
address you today as a fellow constituent. I am strongly in favor of Senate Bill I88.

Unlike “large cigar[s]", which are currently defined under HRS § 245-I, “premium cigar[s]" are a completely
handmade product made entirely of natural tobacco leaves. The process of growing, pruning, curing, fermenting,
sorting, and rolling natural tobacco leaves is a very skilled handcraft. Additionally, unlike cigarettes and machine-
made cigars, premium cigars do not use artificial flavors or additives. It is my belief that the definition of “large
cigar", currently provided under Section 245-I of the Hawaii Revised Statutes, does not properly define and factor
the unique attributes of premium cigars. l support the addition of a new definition of “premium cigar" and the
deletion of the definition of “large cigar" under HRS § 245-I as stated in SB I88.

The State of Hawaii as a whole is moving towards supporting local agriculture and businesses in the hope of
fostering a stronger independent local economy. Nevertheless, not all local businesses benefit from this trend.
Hawaii‘s tobacco shops and premium cigar manufacturer currently face very steep taxes on their tobacco
products. In addition to taxes provided by law, Section Z45-3 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes imposes an excise tax
to 50% of the wholesale price of each cigar. Tourists and local residents who consume premium cigars do
recognize the steep prices of premium cigars in Hawai'i. Tourists purchase competitively priced imported cigars
over locally-grown premium cigars. Local Hawai'i residents often purchase cigars from competitively priced online
wholesalers instead of local tobacco shops. I support the purpose of SB I88 in addressing the clear disadvantage
that Hawaii's premium cigar industry currently faces by changing the tax rate on sales of premium cigars under
HRS § 245-3.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill I88. Please let me know if you have
any questions.

Mahalo.

Bronson Kel<Opa'a Silva



SB188

I agree with the proposed bill.  Keep  local businessmen in business.
People who want premium cigars are going to get them from
somewhere and why not keep a larger share of the business in Hawaii.

Doesn’t take effect until 2050?
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2013 11:18 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: jirowine@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/14/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Duane Osato Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2013 9:04 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: elainedalistan@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/14/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Elaine Dalistan Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2013 9:22 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Ernestwearren@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/14/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Ernest Wearren Individual Support No i

Comments: Thank you for the opportunity to comment on SB188. This bill is crucial to the survival of
Hawaiian small businesses that sell premium cigars and manufacturers/growers who make and
distribute Hawaiian cigars. Did you know that there are cigars produced by Hawaiian companies? If
you do not cap taxes on premium cigars at 50 cents it would destroy this industry in Hawaii and the
jobs associated with it will be lost. Hawaiian's would lose yet another opportunity to earn a living.
Excessive taxes does not save lives. Without the 50 cent tax cap, consumers will simple order their
cigars from mainland companies online to avoid taxes. If you don't cap taxes, Hawaii is the only loser
in the equation--Hawaiian small businesses who sell premium cigars, the Hawaiian companies that
make them, and the Hawaiian government who would lose all tax revenue to mainland suppliers.
Please save the opportunities created by the Hawaii premium cigar industry--pass SB 188, cap
premium cigar taxes at 50 cent, and create jobs! Thank you, Ernest Wearren 126 Aikahi Loop Kailua,
HI 96734

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 8:55 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: fred@ejlounge.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Fred Remington Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 6:05 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: harumi@mejirographics.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Harumi Kobayashi Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 8:22 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: jasonfukeda@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jason Fukeda Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 6:42 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: mistermark1964@rocketmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Mark Findley Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 10:32 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: matthew_flogstad@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Matt Flogstad Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 4:14 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: nvizble@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Michael Levin Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 1:03 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: hayashiohana@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Rebecca Hayashi Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 11:53 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: skadams64@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Samuel Adams Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 9:08 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: shrevewt@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

SB188
Submitted on: 3/15/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
William Shreve Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 2:11 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Ging293@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Amnadth Hamilton Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:28 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: stog75@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Brandon Chong Individual Support No

Comments: I commend the State Legislature on this piece of legislation in redefining the definition
and acknowledgement of premium cigars. By this legislation, the State has set an acceptable taxation
structure to consumers and indirectly allowed local cigar merchants to remain relevant.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 11:29 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: d_acain@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/17/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dominic Acain Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 10:02 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: ferneliusdd@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/17/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Donald Fernelius Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 7:46 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: ogBurn808@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/17/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
David Tavares Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 6:19 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: glewis@mcclone.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Gabriel Lewis Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 7:41 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: gregory.sylvester@hawaiiantel.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
gregory sylvester Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:36 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: dabigkaluna@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
John Kaluna Miranda Individual Support No

Comments: If passed this may keep more cigar sales local, by limiting the tax on a single premium
cigar to 50 cents. This may also help our island cigar retailers to be more competitive with online cigar
retailers in the mainland, and continue to grow local small businesses by keeping more business in
Hawai'i.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 10:05 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: johnathon.g.myers@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/17/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Johnathon Myers Individual Support No

Comments: This bill is important to the revenue of the State of Hawaii. If this bill is not passed you will
essentially force customers and consumers to make online purchases bringing zero revenue into the
State of Hawaii. If the bill passes you will notice an exponential increase in consumer purchases from
local vendors.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 5:58 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: thasugarbear@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Leroy Woods Jr Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



Ladies and Gentlemen,

I support this change in the taxation. I do believe that the majority of the premium cigars are now
being bought out of state. I believe this could be groundbreaking for the State of Hawaii.

I love cigars and a lot of my friends are cigar enthusiast who will try one locally then buy the rest of their
supply from the internet. The average cost of a box (20) of premium cigars that I prefer is about $140
($7.00 a cigar) at manufacturer's suggested retail price (msrp). Which means with the retailer's
keystone mark-up would cost them $70. The current system would make that box of premium cigars
$175 when you include the 50% tax on wholesale, which also doesn't take into account the shipping of
$10 per box from the manufacturers in the mainland which makes it $185. Add the additional state
excise tax and the total is $193.75 ($9.69 per cigar). Many ofthe internet cigar sellers use a smaller
mark-up and the savings from them are more than the $53.75 difference that the local retailers would
have to charge. If this change is made, the box of cigars would total (with shipping and taxes) $167.55
($8.38 per cigar). This is about $26 less than what would have been previously paid.

I can live with some taxes on my cigars but with it being $53.75 on my cigars, it almost forces me to go
to the internet and buy on-line. If the current changes to the taxes take place I believe more cigar
smokers will buy locally which will result in increased revenue both for the retailers and the State.

With this, I support the changes to SB188.

Mark Miyahira
Voter, tax payer and cigar smoker
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Saturday, March 16, 2013 11:31 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: palkire@hotmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/16/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Paul Alkire Individual Support No

Comments: I support the $.50 tax per premium cigar. It is fair and would encourage cigar smokes to
buy locally as opposed to buying on line. Its a win win for all. Please use common sense when
considering this bill. Aloha Paul

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 2:37 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: humpy333@h0tmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Damien Kahaulelio Individual Support No l

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:05 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: edwardpope@att.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Edward T Pope Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 12:28 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: storchfc@hawaii.rr.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Frank Storch Individual Support No i

Comments: lwant to support this bill because it will support more local retail business transactions.
Presently to avoid a significant tax, high end cigars are ordered from the mainland. This creates
negitave impact on our business and tax revenue. Retail forced outside of HI - result in no taxes for
HI. Establishing a fixed tax of $.50 each (still significant amount per smoke) will support local
business and give the State tax revenue.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 12:52 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: gunch23@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Gunther Weamire Individual Support No

Comments: I support this bill. It helps keep both retail and tax dollars in our state rather than spent
online and out of state.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 12:52 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: jesilva@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
JORDAN SILVA Individual Support No

Comments: I support this bill, as I believe that a flat tax would be fair on premium cigars. Premium
cigars are hand rolled, they are already sold at a premium price, and an increased tax would make
our local businesses MUCH less competitive to their online competitors, who don't need to add this
tax. I prefer to buy local. I enjoy visiting our local shops and have not made an online cigar purchase
in the last year despite much higher prices. Currently, it is worth the experience of the shop visit, but
that can only go so far. Increasing the already high tax (top 5 in the nation) simply puts local
businesses in a worse position in the market.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 2:48 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: kkbundy_2000@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Keith Nakaganeku Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 2:58 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: michael@martinandmacarthur.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Michael Tam Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:02 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: russyama@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Russell Yamauchi Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 2:23 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: tai1983@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Tai Erum Individual Support No

Comments: Dear Representatives, My name is Tai Erum, and I work for the Kauai Cigar Company.
As someone whose career and consumer decisions are greatly affected by the laws of our State
Government, I would like to personally submit testimony in support of SB188. I do not write this
support testimony on behave of my company, but as a State of Hawaii tax paying premium cigar
consumer. As a premium cigar enthusiast/hobbyist, this issue means more to me than just a matter of
employment as the current tax situation affects my consumer decisions. I always do my best to buy
within Hawaii to support our local economy, friends, colleagues and ohana, but with the current tax
situation I feel almost encouraged to find out of State sources for premium cigars. The temptation for
me is avoidable since I do have relations with so many cigar retailers in Hawaii, but I do know people
living in Hawaii who solely purchase their premium cigars from outside of Hawaii to save money, and
with the current no cap 50% wholesale tax, the savings can be quite large on a quality box of cigars.
In fact, I have heard from multiple cigar smoking Hawaii visitors that when they come to Hawaii, they
make sure to bring cigars with them versus purchasing them in Hawaii. For me, it's a matter of
awareness. There is a big difference between a hand rolled premium cigar and any other tobacco
product, and I find that most people will usually recognize the difference if they take a moment to
consider it. Thank you for logically considering the current large premium cigar tax situation. Mahalo
for your consideration. Tai Erum

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:30 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: willparrot@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Gary Williams Individual Support No

Comments: In total support of the bill. This is a great local product.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:33 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: igor@balancesoft.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Igor Elbert Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:51 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: jmattmeyer@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Joseph M. Meyer Individual Support No

Comments: As a cigar lover I would like to help support the local cigar distributers. As of now I mostly
shop online because of the price difference. If the local companies can be be competitive I would
definitely shop locally. Mahalo

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:37 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: mike.cammarata.7@facebook.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Mike Cammarata Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:35 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: titleist65@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Mark Harper Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:40 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: raymondgomez@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Raymond Gomez Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 3:27 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: wchoy@mac.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Wendell Choy Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 4:12 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Luisvssn771@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Luis Villaseñor  Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 4:18 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: tom@greenwellfarms.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Thomas Greenwell Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 4:32 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: agracig@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Dr. Roberto Barreiro Individual Support Yes i

Comments: This bill is extremely important to bring investments, revenue and jobs in agriculture to
the State of Hawaii. It will also make Hawaii's farmers more competitive against foreign competitors.
As my representative, please consider voting to pass this bill. Thank you!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@caQitol.hawaii.gov

1



March 18, 2013

Individual Testimony of Support of SB188
Title: RATING TO TAXATION
Re: Tobacco and Premium Cigar Taxation

I am in support of SB188, RELATING TO TAXATION, with regards to premium cigars.
I, Alan Kane, support this bill in hopes that it will give local business the edge to be competitive
with online/mail purchases of cigars. My support is also in hope that this bill will be one of the
many ways to keep money in state.

My regards,

Alan Kane
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:39 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: bodil.holst@uib.no
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Bodil Holst Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 7:47 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: makule@maui.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Bill Medeiros Individual Support No

Comments: I support the definition of premium cigars and setting the tax for these products at fifty
cents apiece. This will help make local growers and sellers of premium cigars better able to compete
against online retailers, thereby protecting businesses and jobs in Hawai`i and increasing tax revenue
for the state. Premium cigars are marketed to adults and these cigars, due their higher cost and the
care needed to humidify and store them after purchase, are not a primary choice of new smokers.
Furthermore, health issues are based more on the quantity of tobacco products used and not on the
wholesale value of these products, therefore, a "per item" tax is fairer and represents a direct nexus
to the product consumption. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 9:36 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: christopher.burke1337@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Christopher

BurkeMcCandless Individual Support No

Comments: I strongly support this measure. I buy the vast majority my cigars online or have a friend
buy them in another state and ship them to me because it is significantly cheaper. Changing the tax
will allow me to choose to buy from local retailers and help support the local economy instead of
forcing me to buy from other places as I previously mentioned.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 3:30 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: chris.hintz13@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Christopher Hintz Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 5:50 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: carissasan@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Carissa Hayashi Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 6:21 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: ch.thometz@hawaiiantel.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Chris Thometz Individual Support No

Comments: Let's support local ag businesses... please pass this bill

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 3:13 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: dlajoie@ivacorm.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Denis Lajoie Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 8:15 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: dmiyahira@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dan Miyahira Individual Support No

Comments: The new definition will allow Hawaii's retailers to compete with the online retailers. With
the tax cap, retail prices will be lower and will encourage consumers to buy locally, supporting
Hawaii's local businesses.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 7:09 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: shamu902000@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dante Rengiil Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 8:01 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: dstahl2@prodigy.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Denise Stahl Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 7:49 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: doctortlv@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Dr Thomas Garetto Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 4:57 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: gigidrent@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Gigi Drent Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 6:56 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: siddhartha420@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Hector Gonzales Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailingIist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 5:56 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: harris.|even@gmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Harris S. Leven Individual Support No i

Comments: A number of years ago I was introduced to Kauai Cigars and was delighted to find a
domestic product that was as good as, or better than, comparable Dominican or Nicaraguan
products, albeit slightly more expensive. Then, several years ago I saw that in a commendable effort
to deter the use of tobacco products by the youth of the islands, the Legislature imposed additional
tobacco taxes without distinguishing between products that are attractive to, and often targeted at,
young people and premium products, like quality cigars, that are not. My understanding is the SB188
will help resolve the taxation inequity imposed on the state's farmers and developing cigar industry,
and I support the bill. Thank you for considering my comments.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 11:33 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: jabuan@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jonathan Abuan Individual Support No

Comments: keep cigar business local by helping keep the prices down. if local businesses prices are
more competitive with online retailers, local money would stay here.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 3:20 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: julienne.buxton@verizon.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Julienne Buxton Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 7:50 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: johnbunten@sargentres.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
John Bunten Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 2:40 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: j_scott_foster@hotmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
James Foster Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailing|ist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 9:39 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: surftoh@hotmai|.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
| Justin Ingram Individual Support No i

Comments: lam writing in support of SB 188. If SB 188 is enacted, the State of Hawaii will see
increased sales of Premium Cigars which will increase revenue for the state. Premium Cigars are
enjoyed by adults well over the age of 18 who select products via the internet if they cannot find
competitive prices locally. Currently the majority of Premium Cigars consumed locally are purchased
from other states. SB 188 encourages Hawaii consumers to purchase Premium cigars through local
retailers rather than on-line. Overall, SB 188 encourages local consumers to shop locally for their
Premium Cigars rather than on-line, generating increased tobacco taxes and sales taxes for the
state.Further, this bill distinguishes between Premium Cigars and flavored/machine-made cigars that
may appeal to younger consumers. Thank you, Justin Ingram

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq_, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 2:14 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Jpjanda@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
John Janda Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 8:15 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: jonkalk77@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jon Kalk Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 4:45 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: jay@jaymoore.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
jay moore Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 10:01 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: konaking@live.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Jeff Stevens Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 4:52 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: FineArtofMassage@aol.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
John Wheatley Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 4:28 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Kaarendrent@yahoo.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
KAAREN Drent Individual Support No

Comments: Please support your farmers.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 4:37 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: bandet_z@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kamuela Kaneshiro Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 5:06 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: knakamura@abcstores.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kirk Nakamura Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 5:08 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: kweintrub@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Kenneth Weintrub Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 5:47 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: fred88@cht.com.tw
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
LIN TZU FENG Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 4:51 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: matthew_flogstad@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Matt Flogstad Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 5:17 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: mdg@cpshi.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Mike Goodnight Splash Cafe on Kauai  Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 5:47 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: mike@nudd.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Mike Nudd Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 3:48 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: dypackingpeggy@Yahoo.cn
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Peggy hoo Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 3:25 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: prwarner@comcast.net
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Paul Warner Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 5:29 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: owenrich@comcast.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
RIchard Owen Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 12:19 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: ricky.turner@earthlink.net
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Ricky Turner Individual Support No

Comments: Although I am not a resident of Hawaii I do support the increase in any type of tobacco
tax which keeps the other taxes from being raised. This would increase the chances of my family
visiting your great state more often.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 6:40 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: weigeljr@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Rodney V Weigel Individual Support No

Comments: It's time for a great cigar to come out of Hawaii just as coffee does now.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 4:52 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: sandylg05@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
sandy griffiths Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 6:43 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: stephaniehover@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Stephanie Hover Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 7:51 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: stj386@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Samuel T. Jones III Individual Support Yes

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 5:55 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: stacy_mallory08@me.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Stacy Mallory Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 5:20 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: sross@billingsclinic.org
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Scott Ross Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 2:16 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: steveacm@msn.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Steve Rogers Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 6:57 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: candy_baby16@yahoo.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Tiare Acain Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2013 5:03 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: tgross@condoready.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM

SB188
Submitted on: 3/18/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Thomas Gross Individual Support No

Comments: I believe that premium cigars are not a hazard for children or under age young adults.
Cigars as described are a relatively low hazard to those adults who enjoy them and are a positive
agricultural product for Hawaii. Those who enjoy them think fondly of t he islands and will comeback to
visit again. Making it too costly or difficult to obtain will cause economic harm to a positive industry.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 2:51 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: tparr@the-safety-dude.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Timothy Parr Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 7:16 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Trevpless@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Trevyn Pless Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov



1

morikawa2 - Shaun

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2013 8:42 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: Edana87@gmail.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for SB188 on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM*

SB188
Submitted on: 3/19/2013
Testimony for HLT/EDB on Mar 20, 2013 08:45AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Edana Harrell Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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